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Peter Christian Sester is a dual qualified lawyer in Germany and Brazil who is practicing
international commercial arbitration, acting as legal expert, and consulting on legal risk
management.

Sester has practiced business and finance law for 15 years at the Frankfurt office (finance
practice group) of a leading international law firm and later in Switzerland — always
besides high-level academic engagements in Europe, South America, and US. In the past
15 years he has mainly acted as arbitrator, arbitration counsel, arbitrator, mediator, and
legal expert in commercial and investment disputes. He has been involved in over fourty
arbitrations and mediations in different functions (co-arbitrator, presiding arbitrator, sole
arbitrator, mediator, legal expert, and counsel).

Sester has acted under the rules of leading arbitration institutions such as the ICC. He is
a member of the roster of SIAC and LCIA, among others. He was Vice President of CAM
CCBC (Brazil) and has been appointed by institutions such as the ICC, CAM do Mercado
(Brazil), and DIS (Germany). Parties, colleagues, and clients praise him for his cross-
cultural competence and deep understanding of the business and economic dimensions of
disputes and transactions.

Sester focuses on disputes related to complex commercial contracts (both under Civil and
Common Law), corporate and capital markets law, asset and project finance, M&A, and
insolvency law. Industry-wise he is particularly experienced in: oil & gas, energy, mining,
aviation, shipping, agricultural business, and finance.

Sester is a senior research professor at Fundacdao Getualio Vargas (FGV) Rio de Janeiro.
He is also a permanent Visiting Professor of Universidad de Chile and professor at the
Heidelberg Centre for Latin America in Santiago de Chile. Furthermore, he has been
teaching repeatedly at the Center for International Commercial & Investment Arbitration
of Columbia Law School (New York City) and was a Visiting Professor of Berkely Law
School (California) where he taught a course on international business transactions.

Sester holds two PhDs, one in Commercial Law, the other in Economics. Furthermore,
he holds a German Habilitation in international business law. Sester has served as a
tenured Professor of Law & Economics, and Commercial Law at several German and
Swiss universities. He was the director of the Institute of Law and Finance at Goethe-



University Frankfurt a.M. and later of the Institute for Finance Law and Law &
Economics at the University St. Gallen (Switzerland). He was a guest professor at
Berkeley Law School

Sester has authored eight books, edited another seven books, and published over 120
articles in law journals and edited books. Notably, he is the sole author of Contract Law
in International Commercial Arbitration (Wolters Kluwer 2023) and of Business and
Investment in Brazil: Law and Practice (Oxford University Press 2022). He is the sole
editor and main author of International Arbitration: Law and Practice in Brazil (Oxford
University Press 2020). He has organized and spoken at numerous conferences all over
the globe, mainly on topics related to commercial arbitration, business organizations,
complex commercial contracts, and investment law and arbitration.

Sester is a native speaker of German and fluent in English, Portuguese, and French. He
has a solid knowledge in Spanish and working experience in that language. He was born
in 1967 and is a German national.

Academic positions

Since 2025 faculty member of LL.M. Program in International Law: Investment, Trade
and Arbitration of the Heidelberg Center for Latin America in Santiago de Chile jointly
organized by Ruprecht-Karls-Universitdt Heidelberg and Universidad de Chile with
support of the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law.

In 2023 Visiting Professor at UC Berkeley Law School (California). Intensive course
taught on Law and Economics of International Business Transactions.

Since 2020 Professor at Fundacdo Gettlio Vargas (FGV). Since 2023 Senior Research
Professor at FGV Justica Rio de Janeiro.

From 2019 to 2021 visiting professor at New University of Lisbon (Portugal). Courses
taught on Investment Arbitration and M&A.

From 2018 to 2019 visiting professor at Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (Brazil).

From 2014 to 2019 tenured professor of international business law and law & economics
University St. Gallen (Switzerland).

From 2013 to 2014 tenured professor of commercial law and director of the Institute for
Law and Finance Goethe-University Frankfurt am Main (Germany).

Since 2012 permanent visiting professor of Universidad de Chile.

From 2002 to 2013 tenured professor of commercial law and director of the Institute for
Information Law at Karlsruhe Institute (the former University of Karlsruhe, Germany).



From 2003 to 2013 honorary professor of civil law at the University Freiburg im Breisgau
(Germany).

From 1998 to 2002 assistant professor at the Institute for Anglo-American Law of the
Philipps-University Marburg (Germany).

Since 1999 he has received numerous invitations as guest professor or fellow from law
and business schools, among them University of Chile (Santiago de Chile), Cambridge
University (UK), London School of Economics (UK), Institute for Advanced Legal
Studies (UK), University Aix-Marseille (France), University Montpellier (France), New
University of Lisbon (Portugal), Universidad de Buenos Aires (Argentina), Argentine
University of the Enterprise (UADE) in Buenos Aires, Universidad Austral (Argentina),
Fundacao Gettlio Vargas, Law School of the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro and
the Catholic, COPPEAD, the business school for executives of Rio de Janeiro.

Academic and professional qualifications

In 2008 PhD in economics Humboldt-University in Berlin (Germany) — topic of thesis
Institutional Design of Capital Market Reforms (the Brazilian experience).

In 2001 “Habilitation” (postdoctoral thesis, necessary to become in Germany a tenured
professor of law) in civil and international business law, Philipps- University Marburg
(Germany) — topic of thesis Complex Contracting in International Project Finance.

In 1995 PhD in law Ruprecht Karls University Heidelberg (Germany) — topic of thesis
Fiduciary Duties and Voting Rights in Commercial Partnerships.

From 1992-1996 law clerk (Rechtsreferendar) of State Court (Landgericht) Baden-Baden
— Second State Exam with honors and offer by the Ministry of Justice of Baden-
Wiirttemberg to take office as judge.

From 1990-1996 BA and MA in business administration at Germany’s State Distance-
Learning University Hagen (Germany) — Diplom-Kaufmann.

1988-1992 law school of Ruprecht Karls University Heidelberg (Germany) — First State
Exam as best student of the year.

Memberships

Vice-President of Mercosur-EU Commission of the Bar Association of Rio de Janeiro
Member of Arbitration Commission of the Bar Association of Rio de Janeiro

Fellow of CIArb (main branch: New York, additional branch: Singapore).

Member of ICC Institute of World Business Law.



Professional activities

Since 2026 vice-president of EU-Mercosur commission, established by the Brazilian Bar
Association, Section Rio de Janeiro.

Since 2025 member of the arbitration commission, established by the Brazilian Bar
Association, Section Rio de Janeiro.

Since 2023, Senior Research Professor at FGV Justiga.

From 2019 to 2022 member of the arbitration commission, established by the Brazilian
Bar Association (OAB).

Since 2019 member of the capital market law commission, established by the Brazilian
Bar Association (OAB).

From 2019 to 2021 vice-president of the arbitration institution CAM-CCBC.
Since 2017, founding partner of Peter Sester Advogados.
From 2015 to 2016 of counsel (arbitration and family offices) at a Swiss law firm.

From 2002 a 2015 of counsel at an international law firm (Frankfurt office, finance
practice group) — corporate (Leveraged Buyout e M&A) and project and asset financing,
capital market transactions and regulation.
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1. International Arbitration in Brazil: Law and Practice (Oxford University Press,
forthcoming)

2. Contract Law in International Commercial Arbitration (Wolters Kluwer 2023)

3. Business and Investment in Brazil: Law and Practice (Oxford University Press
2022)



Comentdarios a Lei de Arbitragem e a Legislacdo Extravagante [Comments on the
Arbitration Act and related legislation] (Quartier Latin 2020)

Brasilianisches Handels- und Wirtschaftsrecht [Brazilian commercial and
economic law] (2nd edn, Fachmedien Recht und Wirtschaft 2014)

Brasilianisches Handels- und Wirtschaftsrecht [Brazilian commercial and
economic Law] (1st edn, Fachmedien Recht und Wirtschaft 2010)

Institutionelle Reformen in heranreifenden Kapitalmdrkten: der brasilianische

Aktienmarkt [Institutional reforms in emerging capital markets: the Brazilian stock
market] (de Gruyter 2009)

Projektfinanzierungsvereinbarungen als Gestaltungs- und Regulierungsaufgabe:
eine symbiotische Finanzierungsform fiir privatwirtschaftliche Projekte und Private
Public Partnership [Project financing agreements as a challenge for the drafting
practice and regulation: a symbiotic financing pattern for private projects and
public private partnership] (Dr. Otto Schmidt Verlag 2004)

Treuepflichtverletzung bei Widerspruch und Zustimmungsverweigerung im Recht
der Personenhandelsgesellschaften [Breach of loyalty by obstructive voting in
commercial partnership law] (Nomos Recht 1996)

Edited and Co-authored Books
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Breach of Contracts & Damages in Arbitration (Quartier Latin 2025)
Cross-Border Insolvency and Recovery Proceedings (Jurua Editora 2022)

International Arbitration: Law and Practice in Brazil (Oxford University Press
2020)

Finanzmarktaufsicht und Finanzmarktstrukturen [Financial Market Supervision
and Structures of Financial Markets (in Switzerland)] (Dike 2017)
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Law & Economics (Liber amicorum Peter Nobel, 70th anniversary) (Stampfli
Verlag 2015)

Beck’sche Synopse zum neuen Schuldrecht [Beck’s synopsis on the new Laws of
Obligations] (Verlag CH Beck 2002)
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‘BRICS+ Arbitration: A New Market Segment’ (2026) 22 Asian Journal of
International Arbitration (AJIA) first issue 2026.

‘Das EU-Mercosur Abkommen aus Sicht der Schiedsgerichtsbarkeit’ [The EU-
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American Review of International Arbitration (ARIA) 67.
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arbitration clauses (in corporate bylaws) in the light of private international and
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60 Recht der Internationalen Wirtschaft (RIW) 451
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European Central Bank (ECB) in the European sovereign debt crises] (2012)
Européisches Wirtschaftsrecht und Steuerrecht (EWS) 80
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relation to the modified EFSF and the future ESM’ (2012) European Company
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‘Beteiligung von privaten Investoren an der Umschuldung von Staatsanleihen im
Rahmen des European Stability Mechanism (ESM)’ [Participation of private
investors in the restructuring of sovereign bonds within the framework of
European Stability Mechanism (ESM)] (2011) 65 Zeitschrift fiir Wirtschafts- und
Bankrecht - Wertpapiermitteilungen (WM) 1057

‘Rechtsrahmen fiir Erst- und Zweitlistings an der Hong Kong Exchange (HKEXx)’
[On the legal framework for primary and secondary listing on the Hong Kong
Stock Exchange (HKEx)] 2011 Corporate Finance law 169

‘Der brasilianische Ubernahmemarkt — Rechtsgrundlagen fiir M&A-
Transaktionen’ [The Brazilian takeover market — legal framework of M&A
transactions] 2010 Corporate Finance law 425

‘Entwicklungslinien des brasilianischen Gesellschafts- und Kapitalmarktrechts’
[Development paths of Brazilian company and capital market law] (2010) 57
Recht der Internationalen Wirtschaft (RIW) 97
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transplant of the model “Independent Regulatory Agency” into Brazilian business
and economic law] (2010) 74 Zeitschrift fiir ausldndisches und internationales
Privatrecht / The Rabel Journal of Comparative and International Private Law
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market efficiency provided for in Capital Market Laws and Financial Market
Directives and Standards] (2009) 38 Zeitschrift fiir das gesamte Handels- und
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cooperations and legal develompments in the fight against spam] (2006) Informatik
Spektrum 14

‘Gldubiger- und Anlegerschutz bei evidenten Fairnessverstoflen {iiber eine
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‘Pladoyer gegen ein materielles Konzerninsolvenzrecht’ [Pleading against a
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case of the borrower’s default: no violation of private secrets (data) in the sense of
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legal structure of cross-border leasing] (2003) 15 Zeitschrift fiir Bankrecht und
Bankwirtschaft (ZBB) / Journal of Banking Law and Banking (JBB) 94

‘US-Cross-Border-Leasing:  Eine  Risikoanalyse =~ — unter  besonderer
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‘Hochstrichterliche Harmonisierung der Kollisionsregeln im europiischen
Gesellschaftsrecht: Durchbruch der Griindungstheorie nach Uberseering’ [Rulings
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‘Vertragsabschluss bei Internet-Auktionen’ [Celebration of contracts in the course
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Paulo de Tarso Sanseverino (2024)
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